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Come to the Clubhouse 

to watch the big game!

Join in on the fun at 

the Superbowl party on 

Sunday, Feb. 12.

(See page 4 for details.) 
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PMCPOA Now Accepting 
Letters of Intent for        

Board of Directors Election
   The Association is now accepting Letters of Intent to run 
for the Board of Directors. There will be three openings with 
three-year terms each for the next fiscal year.
   Letters of Intent must be on a single sheet of 8x11 paper.
   The deadline for turning in Letters of Intent to the Business 
Office is March 27, 2023. This year’s election will take place 
on Saturday, June 17, 2023.

(Please see related letter/article on page 3.)
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Fig. 1: Trees in a natural 
setting are part of a complex 
interconnected ecosystem 
(LB).

‘NATURE’ Continued on page 12

Our World of Nature
What Does Being a Tree Mean?

Lynn Stafford with Liz Buchroeder
Residents in Pine Mountain Club are very much aware of 

trees. Forests are all around us (Fig. 1). Just who are these trees? 
Scientists are beginning to realize that being a tree is much more 
complicated than formerly thought. Recent studies have shown 
that trees are aware of each other, and they can communicate and 
share resources. They pass on alarms about beetle attacks; they 

recognize closely related in-
dividual trees. Also, it is now 
understood that roots of trees 
and shrubs form complicated 
internet systems in the soil 
with very small filaments of 
mushrooms and other fungi. 
These are called mycorrhizal 
associations.

The lives of many wild 
animals in our mountains 
are closely associated with 
trees. There are several lo-
cal species that provide nuts 

or acorns. The Steller’s jay stores pine nuts for future food sup-
plies (Fig. 2). Its memory is not adequate to relocate all the bur-
ied nuts. Thus, it aids in the propagation of future pines. Acorn 
woodpeckers are so famous for collecting and storing huge quan-
tities of acorns that they have been so named (Fig. 3). And, of 
course, they do lose track of some of the acorns that manage to 
be dropped in favorable nursery locations.

Two distinct foraging methods for finding insects and other 
small invertebrates living on trees are demonstrated by the moun-
tain chickadee and the white-breasted nuthatch. The chickadee is 
an acrobat, flitting from one spray of needles to another, looking 
for ‘tidbits’ (Fig. 4). The nuthatch has an entirely different per-
spective of the world. It specializes in vertical search methods, 
agilely creeping down trunks of rough-barked trees, finding hid-
den insects and spiders (Fig. 5). Each of these songbirds is well-
adapted for its niche in the forest.

The red-breasted sapsucker (Fig. 6) seeks trees with fairly 

Please Contact EC Office Prior 
to Beginning any Construction 
or Improvement Projects

Joe Ladin, Environmental Control Officer
PMC is a Property Owners Association that has rules to en-

force regarding safety. Before any construction or improvement 
projects on your property commence, please contact the Environ-
mental Control office to see if any permits are required per the 
Association rules. New paint, a shed, deck, or certain home im-
provements, along with larger construction projects, need a build-
ing permit from the EC office and possibly Kern County Build-
ing and Safety.

We want to help you avoid issues that may result in viola-
tions and/or possible fines. Do not necessarily rely on your con-
tractor regarding information necessary to comply with the As-
sociation rules. A quick call or visit to the EC office can answer 
many of your questions regarding the process to complete your 
project. We can provide you with information about all types 
of service providers. Also, please use our lengthy experience 
of living in the mountains. We have more than 40 years com-
bined residency in PMC. We want to help improve your quali-
ty of life in PMC.

Please feel free to call us at (661) 242-3788, ext. 212 or 213, 
or email me at ecofficer@pmcpoa.com.

Check out PMC’s website at www.pinemountainclub.net
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   Copyright© 2023 by PMCPOA, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction of 
any material from this issue expressly 
forbidden without permission of the 
publisher. Unsolicited articles, letters to 
the editor, and photographs are welcomed 
with the understanding that publication 
is at the sole discretion of the editorial 
staff and cannot be returned unless 
accompanied by a SASE. Reasonable 
care in handling submissions will be taken 
but the Condor cannot be responsible for 
materials submitted.
   The Condor is published monthly 
by PMCPOA, Inc. and is the official 
publication of the corporation. Opinions 
expressed do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Condor Committee, 
the PMCPOA Board of Directors, or 
the management. Please contact the 
PMCPOA office with change of address 
at the phone number above.
    PMCPOA, Inc. does not endorse the 
products of advertisers in The Condor.
     The PMCPOA Board of Directors 
meets on the third Saturday of every 
month at 10 am in the Condor Room 
of the Clubhouse. All members are 
invited to attend the open session. The 
executive session is a closed meeting for 
the discussion of and action on legal and 
personnel matters, third party contracts, 
and member-requested hearings.
   Members may request copies of the 
open Board Meeting minutes. These 
requests should be made in writing to the 
Corporate Secretary. There is a charge per 
page for making copies of the minutes.
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Winter Heating and Fire Safety
PMCPOA Emergency Preparedness Committee

When the temperature drops outside, fireplaces and wood and pellet stoves may 
be fired up inside the home. Everyone needs to realize, however, that heating equip-
ment is one of the leading causes of home fires during the winter months.

Here are safety precautions:
• Have a qualified professional install stoves, chimney connectors, and chim-

neys.
• In wood stoves and fireplaces, burn only DRY seasoned wood.  In pellet stoves, 

burn only dry seasoned wood pellets.
• Have your chimney and stove inspected and cleaned by a certified chimney 

sweep every year.
• Fireplaces should have a glass or metal fire screen large enough to catch sparks 

and rolling logs.
• Allow ashes to COOL before disposing of them. Place ashes in a covered metal 

container. Keep the container at least 10 feet away from the home and other build-
ings. Ashes must be cool before you take them to the PMC Transfer Site.

• Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet away from stoves, fireplaces, and 
portable heaters.

• Keep a close eye on children whenever a fireplace, portable heater or wood or 
pellet stove is being used. They should stay 3 feet away.

• Purchase a portable heater with the seal of a qualified testing laboratory.
• Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat protection. Make sure the heat-

er has an auto shut-off to turn the heater off if it tips over. 
• Place the heater on a solid, flat surface.
• Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet. Never use an extension cord. 
• Space heaters should be turned off and unplugged when you leave the room or 

go to bed.
• Never use your oven to heat your home.
• Make sure you have working smoke alarms and Carbon Monoxide monitor 

alarms. Test them regularly.

Always have a working fire extinguisher nearby and know 
how to use it.

• Make sure the fire extinguisher is in good working condition and fully charged. 
Check the gauge to make sure the pressure is at the recommend level. Make sure 
the hose and nozzle are in working order. Shake dry chemical extinguishers once a 
month to prevent the powder from settling.

• Disposable extinguishers should be replaced every 12 years and rechargeable 
should be recharged every five years.

• Select the proper extinguisher. For a home, select a multi-purpose ABC extin-
guisher.

• Install fire extinguishers near an exit and in plain view above the reach of chil-
dren, and in garages.

Know how to use the extinguisher. Stand at least 6 feet away from the fire. Fol-
low the four-step “PASS” procedure: Pull the pin out. Aim low: Point the hose at 
the base of the fire. Squeeze the lever below the handle. Sweep from side to side. If 
the fire does not go out immediately, call 911 and leave the area at once.
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Letter to Members 
Regarding Running 
for a Seat on the 
PMCPOA Board 
Dear Member:

We are asking that you consider be-
ing a candidate for the PMCPOA Board 
of Directors. This year there are openings 
for three, (3) three-year positions.

We urge you to accept this opportuni-
ty to serve our association. We need ca-
pable and dependable board members. If 
you have questions about the obligations 
and responsibilities of a director, the pro-
cedure of running for the office, or any 
other aspect of this letter, please call the 
business office at 661-242-3788.

If you are interested in becoming a 

candidate for the PMCPOA Board of Di-
rectors, please contact the business office. 
We will mail or email you the documents. 
You will need to review, understand, com-
plete, and personally deliver to the of-
fice the Letter of Intent, the candidate fil-
ing form and an 8 ½ x 11, one-page only 
biography/resume, on or before Monday, 
March 27, 2022, before 5:00 pm. You may 
choose also to email the packet to pmc-
board@pmcpoa.com.

Candidates for election should submit 
their Letter of Intent and signed Resume/
Position letter as soon as possible. The 
date and time of submission determines 
the candidate’s position on the ballot.

There are two (2) “Meet the Candi-
date” forums scheduled for Friday, May 
19, 2023, from 6-8 p.m. and Saturday, 
May 27, 2023, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. in the 

Condor Room. These are question/answer 
sessions that will allow you to state your 
position to the membership. Candidates 
will meet in the Pool Pavilion thirty (30) 
minutes prior to each forum, ask any ques-
tions and review any new procedures.

If you feel that you would not be in a 
position to stand for a seat on the Board 
of Directors, there are several committees 
that could use additional members. We en-
courage you to attend their meetings.

If you know of someone who deserves 
consideration as a candidate for the PMC-
POA Board of Directors, please contact 
the business office with their name and the 
opportunity to place them into consider-
ation as a possible candidate.

We look forward to hearing from you 
with an acceptance of this opportunity to 
serve your community.

FEBRUARY 2023

   Please help us to save trees 
and keep our costs down 
substantially by allowing us 
to email all of your member 
notices and your monthly 
Condor to your email address. 
Simply email me at gm@
pmcpoa.com and we will add 
your email address to your 
member account.  
Thank you,
Karin Shulman, GM

Conrad Gerger
Remodeling, Decks, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & More
Lic: 898659

818-357-0873
gergerconstruction@     

yahoo.com

Discounted 
Ambulance Service 
Plans Offered 
Through PMCPOA

PMCPOA is again offering the mem-
bership an opportunity to sign up for the 
EmeriCare Membership Plan, an annual 
membership program offered by Hall Am-
bulance Service, at a discounted group rate.

By signing up through the PMCPOA 
group program, members can purchase the 
one-year plan for $100 and save $25 off the 
standard rate. The fee for individual fami-

ly plans is $125, but by signing up through 
the association, you receive the discounted 
group rate. The $100 plan covers the entire 
household, including spouses and all un-
married children under 21 years of age.

This offer is open to members in good 
standing. Please note that this service plan 
does not cover other ambulance compa-
nies, nor does it cover air transport.

Applications are available in the PMC-
POA office. Members are to send complet-
ed forms and checks directly to Hall Ambu-
lance Service, 1001 21st St., Bakersfield, CA 
93301 by the end of February, and association 
employees must return forms and checks to 
the PMCPOA office no later than Feb. 24 by 
close of business. For more information, con-
tact the Business Office at 242-3788.
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      Dr. Kolodner
     Dental Group
         16333 Pine Valley Lane #303
                Pine Mtn Club, CA
                (661) 242-3704
• Cosmetic and General Dentistry
• Oral Surgery & Root Canals
• Children’s Dentistry & ln-office
   Bleaching
• All PPO’s & Care Credit accepted
• No Insurance, $115 (includes 
cleaning, exam, Xrays & oral can-
cer screening)

www.kdgsmiles.com

In PMC      
6 years!

Amateur Radio 
Club Gets Name 

Change
   The Pine Mountain Amateur Ra-
dio Club is changing its name to The 
Mountain Communities Amateur Ra-
dio Club (MCARC) to reflect it’s goal 
of enabling Amateur communications 
between the mountain communities.

Meetings are held the third Sun-
day of each month at 1300hrs 
(1pm) in the PMC  Pavilion (above 
the Golf Shop) All are welcome to 
attend.

For more information, please call 
the office at 242-3788 or contact Tom 
Yancey at (661) 242-1094 or tom1y-
ancey@gmail.com.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superbowl bash February 12th 

PMC Condor Room & Lounge 

tailgate menu and happy hour 1-6pm 
Tailgate menu and party platters 

available to go 
RRaaffffllee  wwiitthh  pprriizzeess!!  

 
 

Rec Dept. Seeking 
Raffle Donations
   The Pine Mountain Club Recreation 
Dept. is looking for items to raffle off at 
our Super Bowl Party. Items will be raffled 
during half-time and commercials. Items 
should be new, unless in a collectible form.   
Gift certificates, jewelry, sports items, 
crafts, household items…  Whatever!!

Please contact Liz Venegas at the PMC 
office if you have anything you can donate.    
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

NOTE: This is a free raffle. It is not a 
fundraiser. Tickets are issued through bev-
erage or food purchase.
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PMCPOA Transfer 
Site Hours:

8:30am - 5pm Daily
Reminders:

* For PMC residents/guests 
only; please bring your 
member or guest card.

* Four vehicles at a time at 
the site; please wait your turn 

outside.
* Please secure your trash 
before heading to the site.
* Please do not leave trash 

outside the gate of the 
Transfer site. This is for your 
safety and the safety of the 

bears.
* Please Help! We cannot 
accept hot ashes at the 

Transfer Site!
Please water your ashes 

down before you place them 
in large gray ash container. 
Hot ashes cause problems 

for Mountain Disposal related 
to hauling it out of PMC. The 
landfill could begin refusing 
to receive ashes from Pine 
Mountain Club POA. Once 

again, we ask for your help. 
If you arrive at the Transfer 

Site with hot ashes, staff will 
ask you to water them down 

in your container prior to 
disposal.

NEW YEAR FUN
PMCPOA staff shared some laughs together during the 
holidays. Here, our hard-working staff members get silly with 
each other.

FEBRUARY 2023

WE HAVE QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 
WHO ARE READY TO RENT YOUR 

HOME NOW
EVICTION SERVICES:

COMPETITIVE PRICES FOR EVICTIONS

Property Management/Real Estate Specialist

818-983-9689

Ellie Melili
DRE# 01301719
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PMC Board of Directors Meeting Highlights
Grace Wollemann, Recording Secretary

A Message from the Chairman Bill Lewis II
pmcboard@pmcpoa.com

A Message from the Chairman - Febru-
ary 2023 is based on the Chairman’s Report 
from the Jan. 21, 2022 Board Meeting.

I have a lengthy message 
this month because I need 
to address some recent con-
cerns of members about the 
revitalization project regard-
ing; 1) Communications, 2) 
Rumors, 3) Use of the clubhouse facility, 4) 
Employee working conditions, and 5) the cost.

Regarding communications, I think the 
amount of communications from the board, 
the general manager, and other staff regard-
ing association business has probably qua-
drupled over the past four years if not more. 
The Communications Committee was revived 
a few years ago and they have been diligent-
ly working to improve communications with 
members.

In the recent survey for the five-year stra-
tegic plan, when members were asked “How 
well do you think the PMCPOA is communi-
cating with you?,” 72% responded with well or 
very well, 19% were neutral, and only 8% re-
sponded with poor or very poor. In that same 
survey, regarding the current level of commu-
nication from the association, 68% responding 
were satisfied or very satisfied, 21% were neu-
tral, and 11% were dissatisfied or very dissat-
isfied.

Some people have said that attending a 
board meeting is the only or best way to com-
municate with the board. I disagree. You do 
not have to attend a board meeting in person to 
communicate with this board.  There are many 
avenues available to contact the board. The 

board and the general manager receive a lot of 
emails, phone calls, online inquiries and com-
ments, and conduct in-person visits with mem-
bers who express their opinions, ask questions, 
and seek assistance on many issues.

The recent survey for the remodel has gen-
erated a lot of discussion, and what I found 
most disappointing, but not surprising, was the 
amount of people who appeared to be clueless 
about this project beyond the dollar amount 
that was first presented at the Nov. 12 Town 
Hall and changed later to a new number that 
was shared in the survey.

The plans to upgrade, repair, remodel, and 
replace elements within the clubhouse com-
plex have been front and center for almost 10 
years. The current project has been forthcom-
ing for almost four years – and during the past 
two years – we have shared information on 
this project in the Condor newsletter, at board 
meetings, at Town Halls, at workshops, on our 
website, and at meetings with both the Plan-
ning Committee and the Environmental Con-
trol Committee.

This project is not an extravagance, it is a ne-
cessity. This project has not been hidden nor 
disguised. If you did not know anything about 
this project, you did not take advantage of the 
many opportunities to be informed.  

I’ve been asked to address the rumors re-
garding corruption and kickbacks. Some 
members have had the audacity to spread ru-
mors and disseminate false and misleading in-
formation not only about the project but about 
directors serving on our boards past and pres-

ent. I think it’s easy to toss out these false ac-
cusations and lies when sitting safely in front 
of a computer screen without the worry of re-
percussions.

I am not aware of any corruption or kick-
backs involving this board or previous boards. 
Some members have alleged corruption and 
kickbacks involving directors past and pres-
ent without any proof whatsoever. These al-
legations are preposterous. And, yet, there are 
some members who quickly acknowledge that 
illegal activity must have occurred or will oc-
cur based on these false and toxic allegations.

Someone recently wrote; “The board will 
become direct beneficiaries when people must 
abandon their lots because of non-payment of 
these dues. Thus, the individuals proposing 
such exorbitant dues will profit by our failure 
to pay them.” That’s a lie. Nobody serving on 
these boards has or will become direct benefi-
ciaries nor profit in any way if a member is un-
able to or won’t pay an assessment.

Someone recently wrote; “Active board 
members and ranking members of our com-
munity profit when a home is foreclosed.” 
That’s a lie. In fact, only two homes in the past 
five years have been in a state of foreclosure 
and one of those was immediately reclaimed 
and outstanding fees were paid by the family 

‘MESSAGE’ Continued on page 10

These are highlights of the Board of Di-
rectors open meeting of Jan. 21, 2023. 
Complete minutes are available at the busi-
ness office or online at www.pinemoun-
tainclub.net after their approval at the next 
board meeting. In the regular open meeting, 
Chairman Bill Lewis II called the meeting 
to order at 10 a.m. Eight directors attended: 
Cam Acosta, Richard Ballard, Steve Bur-
kett, Philip Gabriel, Carolyn Gilbert, Peggy 
Hoyt-Voelker, Chairman Lewis II, and El-
len McClellan. Phyllis Throckmorton was 
excused. Also in attendance were Gener-
al Manager Karin Shulman and Recording 
Secretary Grace Wollemann.

MOTION by Director Acosta, SECOND 
by Director Gilbert that the agenda for the 
Board of Directors Meeting of Jan. 21, 2023 
be adopted. MOTION carried.

MOTION by Director Acosta, SECOND 
by Director McClellan to approve the consent 
agenda. MOTION carried.

There was one (1) committee application 
for approval.

Chairman Lewis II presented the Chair-
man’s report. General Manager Shulman pre-
sented the General Manager’s report. Director 
McClellan presented the Treasurer’s report.

The board acknowledged receipt of the 
committee minutes. 

There were three (3) Environmental Con-

trol Committee projects recommended. 
There were zero (0) cottage industry per-

mits requested.
BOARD ACTION ITEMS:
OLD BUSINESS: NONE
NEW BUSINESS:
MOTION by Director Acosta, SECOND 

by Director Gabriel to approve the “Elec-
tion Rules Article 20” and “Business Policy 
A-15”. MOTION carried.  

The board sent and received thirty-seven 
(37) items of correspondence.

The next Regular Open Board Meeting will 
take place on Feb. 18, 2023, at 10 a.m. in the 
Condor Room.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
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Treasurer’s Report
Full financial packets are available for viewing at https://www.pinemountainclub.net/group/pages/financials
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Welcome to the New Year! The New 
Year’s Eve Party at the clubhouse was 
very successful. We had many compli-
ments on the food and on presenting it 
buffet-style this year.

On April 22, 2023 at 10 a.m.. the asso-
ciation will hold a New Member Orienta-
tion. I’ll talk more about that as the date 
gets closer.

The roads staff has been cleaning the 
debris from the roads following the se-
vere weather we had. The ponds are full 
right now, and we haven’t seen that in a 
couple of years.

We have a Board of Directors election 
coming up in June. If you are interested in 
running for the Board, there will be three 
vacant seats for three-year terms. Please 
send in your Letter of Intent to run for the 
Board with your signature. Then pick up 
your election packet at the office. Being a 

director does not come with perks, it is not 
a paid job. It comes with the knowledge 
that you are providing a service for your 
community, and that you are civic mind-
ed. The board unfortunately does take a 
beating from some of the community, but 
I have first-hand knowledge of how hard 
they work for this association to make it 
the best it can be.

If you don’t want to be a Board mem-
ber, please consider being on a commit-
tee. Committees make recommendations 

to the Board. There is a list of committees 
on the website at https://pinemountain-
club.net/web/pages/standing-committees. 
We would like you to participate in your 
community and keep it strong.

At the December meeting, some mem-
bers requested information regarding the 
two house fires, including when the first 
911 call came in, dispatch call time, and 
fire engine arrival time: The 911 call came 
in at 5:02 a.m., the dispatch call was at 
5:04 a.m., and the arrival time of the fire 
engine was 5:15 a.m.

FEBRUARY  2023

Karin Shulman

--- General Manager’s Update ---

PMC Facebook Page
The only OFFICIAL 

PMCPOA Facebook page 
can be accessed at:

https://www.facebook.com/
pmcpoa

PMCPOA Office Hours
8am-5pm Mon-Fri

8am-3pm Sat
(Closed for lunch 12-1 pm)

Office 242-3788
Patrol 242-3857 (24 hrs)
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Fines Imposed by 
Board of Directors
   The following fines were imposed by the 
Board of Directors at the executive session 
on Jan. 21 (2023) for the violations listed:
• $250 for Rule 22.03A (STR without TOT 
certificate)
• $50 for Rule 22.03B (unauthorized STR 
operation)
• $50 for Rule 22.03C (STR advertising)
• $250 for Rule 7.04 (trash outside with 
food/edible material)
• $125 for Rule 4.11 (unleashed dog)
• $125 for Rule 4.12 (dog on other’s prop-
erty)
• $250 for EC Code 7.01B (solar without 
permit)
• $500 for EC Code 7.14 (removing trees 
without permit)
• $50 for Rule 22.03B (unauthorized STR 
operation)
• $50 for Rule 22.03C (STR advertising)

• $1000 for Rule 7.13C (exterior fire)
• $500 for Rule 7.04 (trash outside with 
food/edible material)
• $250 for Rule 7.05 (refrigerator outside)
• $4500 for five EC Code violations (all sec-
ond offenses)
• $500 for EC Code 7.13A (debris, weeds, 
fire hazards)
• $4000 for Rule 3.10 (harassing behavior, 
fifth violation)
• $250 for Rule 7.04 (trash outside with 
food/edible material)
• $250 for EC Code 7.22D3 (RV storage)
• $500 for EC Code 7.13A (debris, weeds, 
fire hazards)
• $1000 for EC Code 7.17 (maintenance of 
lot)
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PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

Ron’s Odd Jobs & Yardwork 
(323) 590-4563 in PMC

Yardwork/Hauling

Electrical Work
Old Wire Electric

The Old House Wiring Specialist
(818) 533-1975

Lewis W. Larmon
(661) 699-8630

Backhoe Services

Professional Services ads: $5 per 
line per month, two-line minimum, 
when paid by year. Otherwise, $6 per 
line per month. Fee includes name of 
your business and phone number. 

California Energy Contractors
Est. 1999, License #B769663

Celebrating 23rd Anniversary with 23% off on all our work!
We specialize in:

* Roofs     * Double Pane Windows & Doors
* Exterior Paint & Stucco    * Walk-in-Tubs

Call for a free estimate: (800) 574-3006
www.Cal-Energy.com

Mention Pine Mountain Club for your 23% coupon

PINE MOUNTAIN PILATES
Holistic Wellness Studio

16225 Askin Dr. #11     •     (310) 773-4761     •     pinemountainpilates.com

Create awareness, balance, strength, alignment, and freedom in your body. 
Move without pain. Reduce tension and anxiety. Age gracefully at any age.

Personalized private sessions combining elements of Pilates, Yoga,  Ballet, etc.
Personalized holistic wellness programs following Ayurvedic principles
addressing nutrition, lifestyle, and mindfulness
Small Group Classes

Studio owner Marina Baroni has been practicing for more than 15
years. Certifications: Ayurvedic Medicine - NAMA,  Pilates,

Gyrontonic®, Yoga, Massage Therapy 

Lilac Festival is Back!
May 20-21, 2023. 
For details, visit 

pmclilacfestival.com

Property Addresses
   The property address must be 
clearly marked on your home or a 
sign post and be visible from the 
road for emergency responders.

Assessment Pre-
Payments Now Being 
Taken in Office

We are accepting pre-payments for the 
23/24 Assessment. You can mail a check to 
P.O. Box P, Pine Mountain Club, CA 93222, 
drop it in the Drop Box outside (to the right 
of the front door of the clubhouse), call us 
with a credit card or come into the office to 
make a payment. Some members find this 
a little easier than coming up with the total 
amount all at once in July. The actual amount 
will not be determined until the April Board 
meeting, but you can get a head start on it 
if you would like. Please make sure you put 
your tract and lot number on your check.

-9-



FEBRUARY  2023

• Mailbox pick-up
• Grocery pick-up

• House plant watering

CH Construction Lic#442018
Hollenbeck/Lewis & Assoc.

All General Construction & Repairs
Licensed and insured

Email: Chris@CHconstruction.co
Cell: (818) 398-5475

estate. There is only one home and attempts 
to auction it off by the county have been un-
successful for several years. The other foreclo-
sures are vacant lots and no board member or 
ranking member of our community has profit-
ed from the sale of any lots.

Also, the association has a policy that pre-
cludes a director from purchasing any property 
that was foreclosed during their time in office.

Regarding the clubhouse, people have com-
mented “Nobody uses the clubhouse” or it “ca-
ters only to a handful.” In the recent survey 
for the five-year strategic plan, members were 
asked to identify the venues and amenities they 
used within the past two years. The Condor 
Café – conveniently located in the clubhouse 
– ranked second on the survey with 74%, the 
lounge was next at 57%, the Condor Room hit 
35%, and the Recreation Room accounted for 
22%. The Transfer Site was first on the list.

During the past two years, over 1,400 mem-
bers have come into the clubhouse and made at 
least one purchase in the café or the lounge and 
more than 47,000 people have been served in 
the café and lounge.

Over the past 18 months, the combined rev-
enue for the café and lounge has exceeded 
$745,000. I think it’s clearly obvious we’ve ca-
tered to more than a handful at the clubhouse.

These numbers do not include people 
who come to the clubhouse requiring as-
sistance or engaging in routine business in-
volving the Environmental Control office, 
the Patrol Office, and the administrative of-
fice. These numbers do not include visits 
to the recreation room, yoga and aerobics 
classes, committee meetings, board meet-
ings, club meetings and their use of the fa-
cilities, a movie screening last month in the 
Condor Room, community theater, strand-
ed motorists, and use of the facility during 

power outages and refuge from the cold or 
hot weather.

To say “nobody uses this facility” is simply 
not true. And, for these reasons, as well as the 
reasons shared previously to justify the physi-
cal upgrade of this facility, we think it’s neces-
sary to continue moving forward.

A few people have commented that our staff 
has been whining and complaining about their 
working space and office conditions – and thus 
new administrative space is needed. That is not 
true. The current office space, including admin 
and EC and Patrol, absolutely needs upgrading 
and the staff needs more room. The relocation 
of the kitchen in the current plan causes us to 
relocate our staff.

There are studies that show the benefits of 
a positive work environment and that includes 
enough space for people to work comfortably 
without being crammed together. There are 
also studies recommending the average work-
space for an employee varies between 80 to 
150 square feet per person depending on the 
work being performed. This space does not in-
clude storage, areas for copy machines, break 
room, rest room, ADA requirements, and other 
office equipment.

We should be providing a positive work en-
vironment for our employees. They deserve it. 
In fact, the members that participated in the last 
workshop prioritized accommodations for our 
employees as one of the top two items to be 
addressed within the revitalization project. The 
kitchen and café were number one.

At the Town Hall last Nov. 12, we shared 
an estimate of the project. The number was $8 
million. That number represented an estimate 
only for the construction costs of the two phas-
es that included the clubhouse, and the admin-
istrative office that included the Pavilion, Pro 
Shop and golf cart storage. The number did not 
include an interest rate for a loan.

At the Town Hall, we updated members by 

promoting the “clubhouse only option with a 
temporary administrative office” to help re-
duce overall costs. However, as a result of 
the Town Hall and the input received at the 
time and afterward, and as I shared at the 
open board meeting in November and in the 
December edition of the Condor newsletter, 
members and directors had an unofficial con-
sensus that the entire project should be com-
pleted all at once to avoid a lengthy delay in 
the construction phases, avoid temporary and 
unsightly trailers that may sit out front of a 
newly renovated clubhouse for several years, 
and avoid increased costs that would likely 
occur with two projects that would be signif-
icantly separated in time with potentially dif-
ferent contractors.

A final decision has not been made and the 
survey is intended to explore two financing op-
tions based on the estimates of the entire proj-
ect, not just the clubhouse and temporary ad-
min office. If a decision is made to downscale 
the project, the costs and related assessments 
will be less.

How did we arrive at $10.5 million from $8 
million? The construction estimates of $8 mil-
lion did not include costs for exterior site im-
provements like demolition work, site prep-
aration, site utilities, storm drain, electrical, 
general liability insurance at 1.25%, project 
contingency of 10%, and 2% market condition 
adjustments.

The estimate on Nov. 12 did not include 
plan check and permit fees estimated to be 
5% of the construction costs, civil engineer-
ing and geological survey, architectural-re-
lated fees, solar panels, utility fees, furniture, 
fixtures and equipment, a temporary admin-
istrative office for about 18 months, site im-
provement for the temporary admin office, 
utilities for the temporary admin office, and 
potential electric vehicle charging stations 

‘MESSAGE’ Cont. from page 6

‘MESSAGE’ Continued on page 13
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COMPLIMENTS, 
CONCERNS, 

COMPLAINTS
PMCPOA welcomes 

member input. Drop ideas 
off in the CCC Box in the 

Clubhouse Lobby, or click 
on the “CCC Box” menu 

item on the members’-only 
side of the PMC website at 

www.pinemountainclub.
net. Anonymous 

submissions will not be 
published, and individual 
submissions of a more 

personal nature that don’t 
pertain to the membership 

in general may not be 
published.

There were no CCCs 
submitted for publication 

this month.

Celebrating 27 Years 
of Preserving
Local History
   Come Visit!!

Ridge Route Communities 
Museum

3515 Park Drive, Frazier 
Park

Open Fri thru Sun 1-4 p.m. 
Or By Appointment
Call 661-245-7747

Condor Cafe Hours
Breakfast and Lunch
Wednesday - Sunday

8 am to 2 pm
Wednesday - Saturday:

Breakfast 8-11 / Lunch 11-2
Sunday:

Breakfast 8-12 / Lunch 12-2
The Condor Café is open for 
inside dining for breakfast 
and lunch. Patio seating is 

available weather permitting. 
Takeout is also available; 
please call 661-242-2233.

Dinner
Thursday Night Special

4 to 7:30 pm
Fridays and Saturdays

4 to 8:30 pm
   The Condor Lounge is open 
for dinners on Thursdays 
from 4-7:30pm and Fridays 
and Saturdays 4-8:30pm. (The 
Bar is also open Thursdays 
through Saturdays.) Walk-ins 
are welcome. If you have a party 
of four or more, we require a 
reservation. You can call the 
café any time during our hours 
of operation at 661-242-2233 to 
place your reservation with a 
server. Takeout is available for 
dinner Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays.

The editorial 
and advertising 
deadline for the 

March 2023 Condor 
is Monday, Feb. 13, 

2023.
Content can be 

submitted to the editor at 
rwilde@pmcpoa.com.
or dropped off, mailed or 
emailed to the PMCPOA 

Business Office.

   Please remember to provide 
your post office box number 
to anyone who is sending you 
something. The PMC Post Office 
receives a lot of mail that has to 
be returned to the sender because 
it does not have a post office box 
number on it. 
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‘NATURE’ Continued from page 1 Photographers
Bill Buchroeder (BB)
Liz Buchroeder (LB)

Randy Cushman (RC)
Darlene Freeman (DF)
Maryann Ryan (MAR)
David Schindler (DS)

Edie Stafford (ES)
Lynn Stafford (LS)

Fig. 4: This 
mountain 
chickadee deftly 
searches a pinyon 
pine bough for 
insects (MAR).

Fig. 2: This Steller’s jay is collecting 
pinyon pine nuts for its future food 
supply (MAR).

Fig. 5: The white-
breasted nuthatch 
lives in a vertical 
world searching 
bark for food 
(DF).

Fig. 3: Acorn 
woodpecker 
colonies store 
and tend 
thousands 
of acorns 
in carefully 
excavated holes 
(DS).

‘NATURE’ Continued on page 13

Fig. 6: This red-breasted sapsucker 
has found a few late-season apples 
(ES).

smooth bark for creating rows of small 
holes. It then feeds on both the sap and in-
sects attracted to the sap. Many of the fruit 
trees at our homes in PMC are marked 
with these drilled rows (Fig. 7).

Trees also provide nesting sites for 
many of our local animals. The gray squir-
rel often builds nests in oak trees where it 
also finds acorns to store and eat. A squir-
rel will use interconnecting tree branches 
as highways for its daytime travels through 
its territory (Fig. 8). It usually feels safest 

above ground. The 
wood rat is another 
inhabitant of trees, 
as well as brush. It 
prefers nocturnal ac-
tivity. A very large 
stick nest (for a rath-
er small rodent) is 
built in trees or bush-
es (Fig. 9). Each nest 
houses only one rat, 
except for mothers 
with young. Wood 
rats sometimes be-
come pests when 
they consider our 
homes and sheds 
good places to live. 
A large number of 

birds find homes in trees. Nests are placed 
on branches, in woodpecker holes, un-
der flakes of bark and in lightning-caused 
cavities. Dead, standing trees (snags) are 
particularly valuable for providing homes 
(Fig. 10). Two great horned owl young-
sters were reared in a Jeffrey pine near our 
PMC post office recently (Fig. 11).

It is easy to look 
at trees from our 
human perspective 
without fully ap-
preciating the com-
plexity they rep-
resent. We make 
decisions to remove 
a dead tree or dead 
branches. We de-
cide to trim low-

er branches and remove nearby brush and 
trees for fire protection. We place vehi-
cles in the shade of trees. Often, our deci-
sions are not in the best interest of the for-
est. Commercial logging practices tend to 

disregard recent ad-
vances in the scien-
tific understanding 
of trees in forests. 
Hopefully, current 
studies will lead to 
better forest man-
agement practices.  
An excellent book 
on the subject is 
Finding the Moth-
er Tree: Discover-
ing the Wisdom of the Forest by Suzanne 
Simard, a research biologist and forester in 
British Columbia.
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Golf Course Snow Play 
   Please remember that the PMC Golf 
Course must have a least 6” of snow on 
it before anyone can sled or play on the 
Golf Course. Please do not go onto the 
Golf Course after it snows unless there is 
6” or more snow on it. It will be moni-
tored closely, and people will be asked to 
leave if less than 6” of snow have fallen. 

FEBRUARY 2023

Fig. 7: These horizontal rows of 
small holes will supply a sapsucker 
with sap and insects (LS).

‘NATURE’ Continued from page 12

Fig. 10: A white-headed woodpecker 
uses a dead tree (snag) both for 
nesting and food source (RC).

Fig. 9: This wood rat nest is 
secured by oak branches touching 
the ground (LB).

Fig. 8: The agile gray squirrel 
avoids predators moving from tree 
to tree (MAR).

Fig. 11: These great horned owl 
youngsters were raised in a pine 
next to Askin Drive (BB).

Backhoe, Bucket Truck, Dump Trailer
Services

661-699-8630
Insured

Lewis W. Larmon, General Contractor Lic. # 852182

2500 Arbor Dr. Frazier Park, CA 93225 Email: ablazetreeservice@outlook.com

Tree Work, Arborist Inspections, Fire Code Clearance, 
Tree Treatment & Planting
Excavation, Utility Lines, Land Clearing & Material Hauling

Proudly Serving
PMC for
30 Years!

which we do not know yet if they will be re-
quired. We believe there are still costs with-
in these estimates that can still be reduced or 
eliminated. And, the most accurate estimate 
will come from a general contractor once the 
bid packets are disseminated and returned and 
an interest rate is confirmed.

Is it possible an assessment increase of 
any amount will cause financial hardships 
for some members? It is possible. Will po-
tential hardships be considered by the board 
as part of the decision-making process? 
They will.

The survey will assist the board in our deci-
sion making. Please complete it and return it 
to the association office before February 15. I 
plan to give a report regarding the survey at the 
board meeting on Feb. 18.

One other item that I addressed at the last 
board meeting was the appointment of Ellen 
McClellan, Richard Ballard, Elizabeth Peter-
son-Gower, George Esparza, Karin Shulman 
and me to the budget working group to oversee 
the preparation of the proposed budget for the 
2023/2024 fiscal year.

Be safe, stay healthy, and please be positive.

‘MESSAGE’ Cont. from page 10
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EntertainmentEntertainment
Line-Up:Line-Up:

Saturday nights 7-11pm  
Friday nights 6-9pm

Friday, Feb. 3
6-9pm -- Walt & Pam 

(Folk Rock, Country and 
‘50’s, ‘60’s, & ‘70’s)

Saturday, Feb. 4
7-11pm -- Craig 

Hassenbank Band 
(Classic & Alternative 

Rock)
Friday, Feb. 10

7pm -- Benefit Comedy 
Show (Ryan Niemiller)

Saturday, Feb. 11
7-11pm -- Dive Bar 

Messiahs (‘60’s & ‘70’s 
Classic Rock)
Friday, Feb.17

6-9pm -- Zach Blue & 
Friends

(Country & Rock ‘n’ Roll)
Saturday, Feb. 18

7-11pm -- All Tore Up 
(Classic High-energy 

‘60’s & ‘70’s Rock ‘n’ Roll)
Friday, Feb. 24

Bandit
(Mix of Classic Rock, 

Blues & Country)
Saturday, Feb. 25

Wilkie Bob (Hipster Fun)

HOME LOANS
- Purchase

- Refinance

- Reverse Mortgages

R E BALLARD COMPANY
NMLS # 845784
DRE # 1167880

Richard Ballard
NMLS # 337662
805-340-4118

reballard88@gmail.com
PMC Resident

Over 35 years experience

PMC Fitness Classes
Yoga with Deb

Every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 12pm

Please bring a yoga mat 
and some water.

Cardio with Stefani
Every Monday and 

Wednesday from 10-11am
Contact superstef@gmail.

com for details
Classes $5

Condor Room

Greenbelt Reminder:
Riding dirt bikes in 
greenbelts or on hiking trails 
within PMC is not allowed, 
due to fire hazard.

Richie’s Plumbing
New Construction/
Remodel/ Repairs

Hydronic/ Radiant Heating
More than 30 years
in business in PMC

California Contractors 
License #604332

661-242-1390
richmann1@sbcglobal.net

Condor Lounge Hours
Thu, 4-10 p.m.
Fri, 4-11 p.m.
Sat, 4-11 p.m.

Golf Course/
Pro Shop Hours

9am - 5pm Every Day
The Pro Shop has a wide 
selection of terrific items 
available for purchase, 
including T-shirts, hats, 

glassware, greeting 
cards, puzzles and more. 

There are many items 
with the PMC logo on 

them.
661-242-3734

GUILD ACTIVITIES
Every Monday and 1st 
& 3rd Wednesdays
10-3 . Lace Guild . Pavil-
ion
Second/Fourth/Fifth 
Wednesdays
9-3 . Quilt Comfort Zone . 
Pavilion
First Thursday
6:00 pm . Quilt Guild 
Business Mtg . Pavilion 
(April through December)
Every Friday
9-3 . Quilt & Chat & More 
Pavilion
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Benefit Comedy Show
Friday, Feb. 10, 2023
Come on out and help the lo-

cal families affected by the recent 
house fires, and have a good belly 

laugh too!
Headliner: Ryan Niemiller

America’s Got Talent          
Finalist 

Doors open at 6pm
Show at 7pm

Tickets are $40 and include 
1 drink ticket.

FEBRUARY 2023

Acupuncture and Herbal Therapies at PMC
By Shakéh Avanessian L.Ac.

Alternative Health Center
16241 Askin Dr. #103

(At The Hideaway Court)
Tel: (818) 445-5423
Email: avanessianshakeh@gmail.com

www.shakehavanessian.com
More than 16 years experience. Treatments for neck and shoulder pain, low 
back pain, sciatica, arthritis, carpal tunnel, bell’s palsy, GI issues, hormone 

imbalances, fertility, stress, anxiety, insomnia, depression and more.

Member & Guest 
Card Information

If you have any questions regarding 
member cards, guest cards, pool key cards, 
or member card stickers, please call (661) 
242-3788, ext. 225, or email to adminclerk@
pmcpoa.com Monday through Friday.

Please remember to always carry your 
member or guest card with you in PMC. 

Firewood Stacking:
Firewood should be stacked 
neatly, with as few voids as 
possible, at least 10 feet from 
the structure and should have 
surface fuels removed (pine 
needles, etc.), at least 3 feet 
around. Earth-tone tarps are 
acceptable if securely fastened.

Rec Room Hours: 
Winter Hours

12-5pm Fri, Sat, Sun
and school holidays

(Rec Room open 2/13/23 and 
2/20/23 for President’s Days)

Arts and Crafts for Kids
Sundays, 3-5pm

PMC Clubhouse Rec Room

You may be asked to present it at the Trans-
fer Site or in the Clubhouse.

A reminder that your pool card keys do 
not expire. They are good every year that 
you own your property. Please do not toss 
them out at the end of the year; they will 
cost $100 to replace. 

Also, if you are asked to show your ID 
in the Lounge, please do so, otherwise you 
will not be served any alcoholic drinks. 
Thank you.
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Most committees meet live. Please check with each 
committee for current details about the meetings.

Friday, Feb. 3 (First Friday)
DARK Greens and Grounds Pro Shop

2 pm Environmental Control Condor Room
Saturday, Feb. 4 (First Saturday)

9 am  Governing Documents ZOOM  
1 pm  Planning  Pavilion

Tuesday, Feb. 7 (First Tuesday)
6 pm  Communications ZOOM

Wednesday, Feb. 15 (Wednesday Before Board Mtg)
5 pm  Budget & Finance  Condor Room

Saturday, Feb. 18 (Third Saturday)
10 am  PMCPOA Board of Directors Mtg.  Condor Room

Saturday, Feb. 25 (Fourth Saturday)
9 am  Emergency Preparedness  Pavilion

10:30 am  CERT  CERT Facility


