SNOW REMOVAL
FREQUENTLY ASKED

QUESTIONS

This brochure provides information on snow removal, the
PMC snow removal policy, contact information, and winter
weather preparedness tips.

Snow is a mixed blessing: it provides residents and visitors
the opportunity for winter sports and recreational activities,
but it is costly to remove the accumulated snow and keep
our maintained roads safe. The snow removal is provided by
PMC staff comprised of both permanent and extra hire em-
ployees. The State (Calirans) provides snow removal ser-
vices on Mil Potrero and other State Highways.

Some winters are more severe than others, so residents and
visitors need to be prepared to ensure personal safety and
to keep ouwr roads open and safe.

The PMC staff monitors weather conditions daily. An in-
clement weather procedure s in place to mobilize and de-
ploy crews to plow PMC roads during snow storms and
throughout the clean-up process.

For further information on PMC roads contact the Business
Office during regular business hours at (661) 242-3788.
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‘Yes. Everyone should keep a set of chains with them, even if you have
‘3 Gwheel drive vehide. CHP does require that vehicles carry Bhains |
:'oriral::lion control devices in order to access the mountain oonimuni‘l';r :
}madiwhen there issnow and ice onthe ground. Cal-Trans normally

‘has signs posted to notify divers and enforce safety. Itis the Btivers
‘responsibility to insure the properinstallation and rnaintenance: of tire
‘chaing or traction control devices when necessary to prevent Igss of
j'lracii!on. Loss of traction is defined as the inability of avehide {o stop, !
‘turn, and proceed fonward or badavard in a sustained, controlléd man- !
‘:nervqmoutskidding. sliding or becoming studk. i :

: | |

WHAY CONSTITUTES LEGAL SNOW TIRES? |

:To be legal SNOW TIRES must have a minimum of 32 inch @J"IE")
‘of tread. Refer to Section 27465 Motor Vehide Code, Chedcydur tires
‘for yaur safety as this is about % of new tread depth on many fires. :
jSectith 27430 of the California Motor Vehicle Code requires, in part,
‘that o person shall use snowtires on four-whesl drive wvehicles

iin pldce of tire traction devices (i 2. chains)whenever weather

‘and rbadway conditions =t the time are such that the stopping, :
‘tracti pn and cornering abilities of the tires are not adequate. Four- |
;whee! Drive Vehides with snow tires are notthe "end-all" to yo?.u
;safetgf. at imes you may need to use chains.

1S Pr@EPOﬁ RESPONSIELE FOR CLEARING AWAY MY BERM?
‘No. FMCP DA s not responsible for berm removal. PMCPOAdoes
soffer g courtesy snow berm removal from diveways to citizengwho
‘are physically challenged or senior citizens (Ages 60 & older). !The
cremoval is considered to be a non-emergency task and will b¢ com-
fplete i at the end ofthe snowstorm, when all association roads are
‘cleared and cindering has taken place. This means it could bg two or |
:morejdays before the crew can begin to remove berms. An application;
i(copyiof a current ADA placard idertification card/receipt and/ar cur
‘rent drivers license) must be on file with PMC and those requésting
‘this service must meetthe requirements. PMC policy providesthat
‘driveivay bermswill only be plowed after a stormand NDT‘nn
goverti me ('Overtime" will indude weekends and holidays). The plow
.:operéhrs are unable to turn the blades to avoid leaving a berm all '
53Iondthe plow route, regardless of driveways. Snow removal Will nor !
‘mallyibe plowed to the side ofthe road wherein the wind will not blow
ithe sfow across the road causing melting ic2. Between ston'nz the
isnowplowE Fiave 1o conbnue To push The Show baddto make room for
raccumulations from subsequent storms. Othenwise, the travel lanes
‘will become dangerously narrow.
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‘CAN | ERFECT MY DRIVEWAY TOBE FREEOF SROW? ] :
ENoA e ’fsuggest that you consider purchasing a snow blower in addition;
o cordrgcling with a snow removal senvice if you wantthe securi? of
knowing that you can getin and out of your diveway at any give

‘time. Unfortunately, some homes have been built without seriousily
sconsidesing winter access. Though PMCPDA will do all it can to hain-
‘tain access to and from your home, it cannot be responsible for the lack
‘of accegsibility due to steep up sloping or down sloping drivewayf. or .
‘accessibility problems caused by vehides not well suited for wintér con-
‘ditions, bnfamilianty with winter driving, etc. PMCPOA suggests that
;homeouilners with difficult diveways or driveways that have poorsun
|exposu e or are susceptible to icing maintain a5-gallon bucket o{
Lor kithy I‘ther in their garage. i

cinder:

‘CAN H’I:SI.J CINDER MY ROAD IF IT IS ICY AND SHOULD | PUT
CHAINSG ON FOR THE SHORT DISTANCE | NEED TO TRAVElé’?
:Yes. PMCPOA does cinder all of the Pine Mountain Club governed
:roads ag needed and we sil! mcosmend that vou putchainson lour
‘vehide, iConditions can change as the storm progresses and even then |
you are;still responsible for your own safety. You are responsiblg for
;safely maintaining as much traction on the road as possible, by having
-chains, 4wheel drive or using othermeans, like snow tires and sfuds.
ilje cauFon all of our members and staff to drive slowly.

‘CAN ‘|’q{U PLOW THE ROAD SO THAT | CAN LEAVYE HOME EARLY :
'IN THE MORNING? (i.e. FOR A DOCTORS/DENTIST APPT., AR- :
'PORT, FAMILY TRIP, GOING TO WORK...etc. )
‘No. We will plow your residential street ifyvou have a legifimafe émer
‘gency (ithteat to life, health or property). Do not take chances in se-
were weather conditions! Monitor the weather forecast via TV, lele-
‘phone, iadio orinternet. Be aware of your vehicle's capabiliies and
limitatiohs. Roads will be plowed in the order that affords the greptest
‘benefit tor the most residents. This means major roads and schoél bus
‘routes will be plowed first. Top prorities for cindering and plowing‘ are:
1) Main}thorougtﬂafes. 2) Access roads, 3) Cul-de-sacs, 4) Easements
-and5) Berms (as time permits). Cindering doesn't take place unT

‘the snoyufall stops due to the factthat the cinder will just be coveried up
‘by the show. If asignificantsnowfall has or is occurring, this may be
‘delayed Attimes some flexdbility is required to this plan due to the
:amountof snowfall or equipment break down. When a snow andlice |
revent continues, routes depending on prodty are continually monitored. :
‘Some (6T AV TEYUITE PIowINY SEvErsrimEs dunty 3t :
‘event. Therefore some routes may notbe plowed andfor treated until
Hfirst priority routes are treated, depending on the severity of the event.

il after :
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JWHO IS REPONSIBLE FOR CLEARING SHOW ORI FOTRERO ! SWHAT CANT DO IN PLANNING FOR A SNOW STORM AND WHAT
‘HIGHWAY? Kermn County Roads is responsible for clearing snolv on Mil ! ‘BASICISUPPLIES SHOULD | KEEP IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY? !
‘Potrera Highway, while PMCPOA s responsible for clearing snaw on Mil ! ‘Plan aljead, Be prepared. .. i :
‘Potrera Frontage Rds. : '« Get an eady start and don't travel if you don't have to. You may

: : ¢ wapt to postpone noneritical errands untl after the storm enés or
‘WHAT IS PMC'S PROCEDURE FOR ROAD CLOSURES? : ¢ angther day. i

(If atany tme itbecomes necessary to close any road or porfions thereof | ‘¢ Call for road condition information before you leave, i !
‘due to gxtreme snowfall andfor hazardous conditions, we will notifythe ‘e Cajry an emergency kit consisting of tire chains or cables, biankets. :
ECHP. Sheriffs Office, fire depadments. the school, and we will J‘ktempﬂo tous ghap' jumpef cables, ﬂaghﬁght water, first aid kit. ice $¢i3PPEI',
Enoﬁﬁr persons living along the road. : : extra clothing, tools, sleeping bag ; 3
' : ‘s Kegp the gas tank atleast half full ;

WHO BEGINS A SNOW REMOVAL OPERATION AND WHAT IS YOUR ‘e Wifhen traveling, let someone know your intended route and éx-

‘POLICY ON ANY SMOW REMOVAL DAMAGE? Patrol and/orithe Direc- |
‘tor of Operations, decide when conditions warrant the commencament of
:snow removal operations. PMCPOA is not responsible for chainimarks,
iscratches or gouges resulting from nomal snow removal operations, nor
iwill itbe responsible for diveway damage resulting from poor canstruc
ition, diveways that sink due to a saturated base or poor compattion.

: pe¢ted time of arrival. i

o Wipterize your vehicle (antifreeze, wipers, batteny, snow tires)

. Pléase caution your children not to playinthe streets or on the :

: snaw berms as this is very dangerous. Explain to your childnen that :
drivers may not see them or be able to stop in time to avoid hitting
them. i

ECAN YDU TAKE MY ROAD OFF YOUR SNOW CLEARING PRO- o M.i-:e sure that your snow tires are in good condition. Remefnber

{GRAM? No.We do have an obligation to all PMC residents whio may : ¢ 85;2 wch mnmmuyn. x ; ! : g
‘travel 4ny road. : ¢ Alvways carry chains, we will at imes be posting signs requirng (R-

1) éhains or snow tires or (R-2) two-wheel drive with chains ¢r four |

ECAN PMCPOA HELP ME GET MY VEHICLE OUT IF IT 1S STUCK? wheel drive with legal snow tires. These signs, when posted; are for

‘No. PMCPOA Staff, Maintenance or Patrol cannot at any time gush, tow, "wj' safety. Please obey hem. Chains may also bu required on
‘pull or move any motonzed vehides off roads, stuck in snow or fce, broken: : ;c;qrgheei ditve vehicles pusudnt to Mot Viehide Code Sscton
‘down, brthat are obstructing traffic. CHP will assist you with thdse issues. : ; : . e
‘Vehiclds left on the road will be towed at owners expense. 1 ¢ Doinot shovel or put snow from diveways in the roadway asthis

cregtes a hazard for other drivers, a liability for you, and is ilfegal.

'WHAT SHOULD | NOT DO IN PLANNING FOR A SNOW STORM? '*  Snow plows make frequent stops and backup maneuvers. Db not

‘+Do ndtpark vehides on roadways or along the edge of loadwﬁs. Vehi- i drive ybur car up behind a snow plow as the driver may be unable to

: s 2 2 ‘see you and inadvertently back into your car. If you are behind 2 plow
icles blécking snow removal operations will be towed at owners expense. :that!;lollps. stop youweh?de Zuch ?wayﬁat;our sa ool in opthe

*Do ndtplay, ski. toboggan, sled or snowmabile on roadways, show ‘drivers outside rearview mirror and please give them extra room.
iberms pr along roadway edges. Cars, trucks and snowplows capnot stop ‘e Alwbays have on hand: Non-perishable food and water for a mini-

‘quicklyion snow and ice. ‘mum of five days, first aid kit and extra supply of medication, petsonal

*Do n@tallow children and pets to play on roadways, in snow berms or | ‘hygiene supplies, extra clothing, gloves, footwe ar, blankets, slesping
;along edges. : ‘bags, fod for pets and livestock, flashlight, extra battedes and 4 bat-
i#Do ndtpanin restricted areas of PMC Parking Lots. itery oprated radio, NOAA Weather radio, avoid using candles— ;
EF'alkinQ is not pemitted on PMC Roads. If you do not have adequate on- ! iAlternate heat source (kerosene, wood, ete.), full propane tank (if appli- !
'site patkingthatiswell outof the way of snow.clearing. activities! consider | .cable),lAn extra set of car keys, cash, credit cards, snow shovels; cat
‘carpooling or shuttling your guests in from a publicparking lot Vehicles | litter for traction, an emergency procedure plan for the entire family.
ilefton the road will be towed at owners expense. : :Practice before an emergency!






